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Applicants in order to comply with Applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56. 

A copy of each non-U. S. patent document and each non-patent document is being 
submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR § 1.56(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action which would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b), 
within three (3) months of the filing date of the application. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

DE 198 28 217, DE 196 49 587 and DE 40 34 588 were cited as being relevant in an 
international search report. 

DE 198 28 217 is related to a seat with adjustable settings for the rear in a vehicle 
with a seat base (6) with a seat back (2) hinged (2a) on the rear. The actual seat back hinge 
(3a) is offset from the hinge connection to the seat for rake adjustment. 

DE 196 49 587 relates to a seat that has an adjustable seat pad and backrest, and a seat 
height adjuster mechanism. The length (L) of the seat pad surface (7) is adjustable in 
longitudinal vehicle direction dependant upon the seat height adjuster, in inverse proportion 
to the seat height (H). When moved into a higher position, the seat pad is moved backwards 
relative to the backrest (5) of the joint mechanism (2,3) of the height adjuster (4). The 
backrest is connected to the height adjuster for adjustment in inverse proportion to seat height 
adjustment, of the vertical distance (A) of a central curved backrest section (6) relative to the 
seat pad surface. 

DE 40 34 558 relates to a microcomputer controller (40) that provides operation of a 
motor (12) to adjust the position of a road vehicle seat. The motor has an associated position 
detector (13) that provides feedback to the controller. The required seat position may be 
determined and the position can be stored in memory (18). When accessed, memory 
commands are generated for output to the motor. A voltage monitoring (20) and braking 
control stage (22) ensure safe operation. As the target position is approached the voltage is 
progressively reduced to adhere a smooth stop. This configuration avoids sudden shock in 
stopping. 

JP 58-76336's purpose is to make it possible to easily get off a car, by automatically 
energizing a seat sliding mechanism with the use of an electronic control unit for retracting 
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the seat rearward when both conditions of vehicle stopping and door opening are established. 
A driver's seat 10 having a seat base 1 1 and a seat back 12, is incorporated therein with seat 
position setting mechanisms such as a seat sliding mechanism, etc., and an electronic control 
unit for controlling the seat position setting mechanisms. The opening of an ignition switch or 
the detection of zero vehicle speed, which represents vehicle stopping, and the opening of a 
door are read by the electronic control unit. A drive for the seat sliding mechanism is 
energized for retracting the seat rearward when both conditions are established, thereby the 
vehicle getting-in and -off become easier. 

Applicants note that a chair of the type described in U.S. Patent No. 6,394,549 was 
configured so that the base assembly moves forward or backward 1 .5 mm per degree of 
recline or incline, respectively, of the back frame, and, for the purposes of this patent 
application, should be considered prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to U.S. Patent Application No. 10/501,372, filed on July 14, 
2004 and corresponding PCT Application No. PCT/US03/04085, entitled "Vehicle Seat 
Housing an Electronic Control System," published as WO 2003/068552. 

Some of the documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 were cited as being relevant 
during the prosecution of the corresponding International application. A copy of the 
International Search Report is attached setting forth the portion of each document considered 
relevant by the examiner. An English-language counterpart of the foreign-language 
documents has not been provided. The absence of a translation or an English-language 
counterpart document does not relieve the PTO from its duty to consider any submitted 
document (37 CFR §1.98 and MPEP§609). 

Applicants respectfully request that each listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 06-1447. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 06-1447. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 



By 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 26371 
Telephone: (414) 297-5718 
Facsimile: (414) 297-4900 



Scott C. Nielson 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 50,755 
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